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MEMORANDUM TO: Deputy Direeter, NPIC
FROM: ' Chief, CIA/PID (NPIC)

SUBJECT: Advantoges of Stereoscopic Photographic Coversge Versus
Non-Stereo Coversge fer Photo Interpretetion Purposes

1. There is no question thet the use of stereo coversge greatly in-
creases hoth the quelity snd quankity of readout fram photogrzphy. For
rapid readout ond lmmediate identificstion, monocular viewing is uvsuslly
edequate. However, for the extensive details and for the most zccurste
and camplete anslysis, sterec exumination is necessary.

2. It is the experience of photo interpreters within this division
that stereo coversge offers the Tollowing edventages over non-stereo cover-
age:

(2) Image enhancement: The stereo viewing enhances the quality
of the image a5 presented on the photogreprhy. Therefore, many installations
and items can be more readily identified.

(b) Edge definition: Sterec more clearly defines the imege being
viewed. Not only is edge definition enheanced but also radial displscement
end distortion due to relief is overcome to o lerge degree.

(c) Depth perception: Perception of depth in stereo viewing is o
definite esset in a detailed analysis. More positive identifications cen be
made in stereo coversge due to height amd depth factors.

(@) Provides better perspective of configuration: Often in pho-
togrephy there is » luck of tone and definite shadow, both of which are often
good identification features. Stereo cepcbility definitely campensetes for
such deficiencies, sz well =s provides better perspeetive of drsinage, terrain
snd vegetation in relstiom to logical location of features.

(e} Increase in wasbility due to double coverage: Oftentimes this
double coverage factor overcomes a percentage loss Iin photo interpretation due
to heze, clouds =nd poor quality ofsingle imege viewing.
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